The Family of William and Elizabeth Everingham (1786-1820)

William Everingham and Elizabeth Willis were granted a marriage license in Caroline County, MD on March 12, 17861.  William died about 18132, seemingly suddenly, leaving open a question that his death might have been as a result of the War of 1812.  Elizabeth died about 18203.  The ages of some of William’s and Elizabeth’s children were listed in a guardianship process in April 1814 as:  Willis - 17, Joseph - 16, Eliza (Elizabeth referred to this daughter as Eliza in her will) - 15, and Peter - 104.  Three of the children, Nancy, Mary and Thomas, do not appear in this court record, a fact which warrants further research.  Nancy married Stephan Dawley on June 12, 1810 and thus would not be named in this process because she did not need a guardian5.  Nancy is assumed to have been the first surviving child of William and Elizabeth because she was listed first in what appears to be a birth order listing in her mother’s will6, and because she appears to be the first married.  Women in this family seem to usually be married in their early twenties, leading to an assumed birth year for Nancy of about 1788.  Mary married Levin Seward (Soward, Swords) on January 27, 18207, leading to the assumption that she was born in or before 1800, again since women in this family usually seem to be married in their early twenties.  Thomas’ gravestone reflects his birth date as February 4, 18018.

Combining the above information with data extracted from the 1790, 1800, 1810 and 1820 US Censuses in Maryland9 makes it possible to create a framework which depicts a likely history of the William Everingham family from 1786 to 1820, and also makes possible a reasonable estimated matrix of genealogically significant dates.  In the table below, the enumerations of the census takers are shown in boxes listed under the categories which were used in the census.  Inserted under each data box is a listing of the person(s) most likely to be represented in the census counts based on the facts available.  The birth order in Elizabeth’s will is confirmation. 
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F = Free; W = White; M = Male; F = Female; < = less than; > = greater  than; - = range; numbers are ages; Unk_M/F_1 to _7 = Unknown Male/Female 1 to 6.

This assignment of persons to census categories cannot be viewed as certain.  Nonetheless, the table presents a believable idea of this family’s membership at ten year intervals from 1790 to 1820.  What can be learned from this effort?  If the table is accurate, then:

1. William and Elizabeth moved from the “26-44” age category to the “45-” age category between 1800 and 1810.  Neither was older than 44 in 1800 and both were older than 45 in 1810.  Therefore both must have been born in, or after, 1756, and in, or before, 1765.  At Peter’s birth in 1804 Elizabeth was not likely to have been much older than 40, arguing that Elizabeth must have been born late in the period 1756 to 1765.  Until further research provides better data it is assumed that Elizabeth was born about 1764.  Assuming that William and Elizabeth’s relationship and marriage followed the patterns which seem typical in this family, William was born a few years earlier than Elizabeth, about 1761.

2. Assuming that most children are born within the first 15 years of a marriage, William’s and Elizabeth’s parents would likely have been married between 1741 and 1764.  This could be important in trying to locate William’s parents, believed to be from New Jersey.

3. Nancy was born between March 1786 and August 1790; and Mary was born after August 1790 and before August 1800.  Mary’s birth date is assumed to be between Willis’ and Joseph’s because there is no FWF 10-15 listing in the 1810 Census.  Alternatively, Willis and Mary could have been twins.  The 1810 Census may contain enumeration errors, or the data may be misinterpreted in this writing:  Mary and Eliza should both be in the 10-15 category in 1810.  If Eliza were born in August, 1800, her entry could be an enumeration error.  Mary’s inclusion in the 16-25 category is unexplained.  

4. Willis and Joseph, as well as their still underage siblings Thomas and Peter, were still living at home and unmarried in 1820.

5. Unk_M_2 could have been a child born after Nancy but before 1790 (about 1789) which didn’t survive.  A child born in this time frame would partly explain the gap between Nancy and Willis. Another possible explanation, indirectly suggested by Tom Phillips, is that William was traveling during this time as a part of an Everingham-Willis business enterprise and no children were conceived.

6. The other unknown males and females who appear in the census could be explained by any number of possibilities from indentures to guardianships to visits.

7. Summarizing the family’s birth years from all of this:  William – about 1761; Elizabeth – about 1764; Nancy – about 1788; Willis – about 1796;  Mary – about 1797; Joseph – about 1798; Eliza – about 1800; Thomas – 1801; and Peter – 1804.  If there were other children, they most likely would have been born between Nancy and Willis.

William was a millwright10.  Joshua Willis, Elizabeth’s father, was a businessman, planter, and most likely, a shipper-merchant11.  Tom Phillips’ work suggests that Joshua Willis and the Everingham family of Freehold, NJ had trade connections12.  This NJ Everingham family contained both sea captains and mill operators.  If Joshua Willis had a part in the construction of a mill it is possible that William was sent to Dorchester County through this family connection to oversee or assist in construction of the mill.  

In any event, William and Elizabeth were married in 1786, and by 1788 William was able to buy 4 pieces of property in Dorchester County13.  These purchases might have been some sort of investment because they were sold in 179514.  Also, there are these indications that an Everingham family homestead was established further north and east of these properties in Caroline County, between Hunting Creek Church and Concord, MD:  

1. William and Elizabeth chose to be married in Caroline County and not Dorchester County1.

2. Census records from 1810 and after reflect Caroline County as the site of their household9.

3. William was a member of the Caroline County Militia15.

4. Several members of the family show up in later Censuses in this area of Caroline County.

5. William was active in Caroline County affairs16.

6. It is anticipated that research in the Caroline County land records will provide substantiation of this idea.

This paper summarizes the information on the family of William and Elizabeth which I have collected as of 5 May 2004.  It is my hope that further research will provide more complete information on this family during the lives of William and Elizabeth, in particular, on the ancestry of William Everingham.  Further work on Elizabeth’s ancestry, and the children of William and Elizabeth is also underway.

Source notes:

1.  Maryland State Archives:  Caroline County Marriage Licenses 1774-1865; also on film LDD#0013780; IGI M535591.

2.  Date estimated.  Elizabeth Everingham arranged guardians for 4 of her children in April, 1814 (see Note 4); given the length of time required for such arrangements it is likely that William died sometime in 1813. 

3.  Caroline County, MD Register of Wills: 1816-13 Dec 1825 Liber JR B, I Transcript Folio426 as abstracted by Leslie & Neil Keddie, www.familytreebookshop.com shows that her will was probated on March 7, 1821.

4.  Caroline County, Maryland, Guardian Bonds Book JR-D #10013 (1813-1815), Folio 86, 12 April 1814, p85-88.

5.  Maryland State Archives:  Caroline County Marriage Licenses 1774-1865; also on film LDD#0013780; IGI M535591.

6.  See note 3:  Heirs listed as Nancy, Willis, Mary, Joseph, Eliza, Thomas, and Peter (assumed birth order).

7.  Maryland State Archives:  Caroline County Marriage Licenses 1774-1865; also on film LDD#0013780; IGI M535591.

8.  Personal observation of Mike Everngam; photo available.

9.  Extracted from US Census images available on www.ancestry.com.

10.  Abstracts from the Land Records of Dorchester County, MD, Vol I, 1782-1790, p109, 9NH 424.

11.  Abstracts from Patent Certificates Located at the Hall of Records in Annapolis, Maryland For Tracts mentioned in Caroline County, Maryland Land Deeds, by Sandra L. Willis:  Willis's Landing, Joshua Willis - Survey 20 April 1793, Patent - 14 May 1805 containing 7 1/2 acres; Patent made out to Elizabeth Everingham, Joshua Willis, Francis Baker, Deborah Lucas, Charles Willis, Peter Willis, Thomas Willis, James Willis, John Willis, Annaritta Fleming's heirs (Mary Fleming and Robert Fleming) because Joshua died intestate. Located on the east side of main road that leads from Lower Hunting Creek Mill to the Upper Mill.

12.  Based on several e-mail messages from Tom Phillips.
13.  Abstracts from the Land Records of Dorchester County, MD, Vol I, 1782-1790, p109, 9NH 424; James A. McAllister, Jr. DELMARVA Roots, Lewis, DE.

14.   Abstracts from the Land Records of Dorchester County, MD, Vol K, 1795-1799, p33, 9HD 423; James A. McAllister, Jr. DELMARVA Roots, Lewis, DE.

15.  Maryland State Archives: Militia Records, Caroline County, No.2, f.26.

16.  Article “William Potter of Potter Hall, Caroline County, MD” by Dana Mitchell in Chesapeake Cousins, Volume XXII, No. 2, Upper Shore Genealogical Society of MD, Spring 1995-96.  Reference cites William Everingham as one of 6 commissioners appointed from Caroline County by MD Assembly to construct a toll bridge over the Choptank River in the area near the present day Dover Bridge.

